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Dear Doctoral Candidates,
We hope you had a relaxing break and a great start to the new year!

The first edition of our newsletter in 2026 is packed with exciting updates, opportunities, and resources
to support you throughout your doctoral journey at TUM.

We begin 2026 with an important announcement: registration for the TUM-GS Kick-off Seminars in
March, April, and May opens on 19 January. The participation in a TUM-GS Kick-off Seminar is
mandatory for all doctoral candidates and provides an opportunity for you to connect with peers and
gain valuable insights for your research path.

February brings two online information events tailored to key milestones in your doctorate. On
Wednesday, 4 February, our session, “Halfway There”, will guide you through the mandatory elements
of your doctoral program and offer tips and support for your first journal or conference publication.
The following day, 5 February, we invite you to join “Towards the Finish Line”. This online session is
for doctoral candidates preparing to submit their thesis and offers an overview of the thesis submission
timeline and how to publish your dissertation. Both events are excellent opportunities to clarify
requirements and receive practical advice.

In the TUM Graduate Council section, the winner of the TUM Supervisory Award of 2025, Prof. Dr.
Mathias Wilhelm, is announced.

In our Internationalization section, we are happy to invite new doctoral candidates to our upcoming
International Onboarding Course in March. This onboarding course is designed to help new
international doctoral candidates settle in smoothly into life in Germany and the research environment
at TUM.

Finally, explore additional events and calls in our TUM & Co. section, designed to keep you informed
and inspired.

TUM-GS News

Registration for Kick-Off Seminars opens on 19 January!

On 19 January at noon, our TUM-GS Kick-Off
Seminars for March, April, and May 2026 will be
open for registration. Please have a look at our
website and our wiki for more information and
upcoming dates.

What awaits you at the TUM-GS Kick-Off Seminar?
In three days, you and about 100 fellow doctoral
candidates will receive important information about
doing your doctorate at TUM as well as an 2
introduction to Good Research Practice. &2 ( AN
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for networking, as well as three transferable skills
classes that provide insights into important topics
such as communication skills, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and productivity management.

The TUM-GS Kick-off Seminar takes place at TUM Science & Study Center Raitenhaslach, and
participation in one of the seminars is mandatory for all doctoral candidates.

Register here

Info Event: Halfway There — Navigating the Second HaIf of the Doctorate
Are you midway through your doctoral journey and
wondering how to make the most of the second
half? In our info event “Halfway There — Navigating

the Second Half of Your Doctorate”, we will guide g 1_30':_9‘2’:"::2"“
you through key steps and resources to help you e

stay on track and prepare for a successful -
completion. From formal requirements and © -
publication strategies to essential support services,
this session will provide practical insights and
answer your questions.

Info Event Halfway There
Navigating the Second Half of the Doctorate
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Among others, we will be covering the following g at a clipboard
topics: (Photo: TUM-GS/Pexels)

e Mandatory steps before submission — from formal requirements to strategies for managing
references and research data

e Publication and conference papers — key skills and an overview of current course offerings

e Essentials for your first publication — guidance and expertise from the TUM University
Library

e Where to look for support — a reminder of the support structures available to doctoral
candidates at TUM

e Q&A

The info event will be offered online twice per semester and once in person during the TUM Doctoral
Day. The next session will take place online on 4 February, 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Please register by
2 February. A Zoom link will be sent to registered participants shortly before the event.
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Info Event: Towards the Finish Line — Preparing for Dissertation Submission
Are you approaching the final stage of your

doctorate and looking for guidance on how to | [k Sasaestes = UM
successfully complete the process? In our info
event “Towards the Finish Line — Preparing for
Dissertation Submission”, we will guide you 5 February
through everything you need to know for a
successful dissertation submission at TUM. This
includes  administrative  requirements  and
deadlines, strategies for mastering the final writing
phase, and practical advice on publishing your Info Event: Towards the Finish Line
thesis. We'll also provide insights into available Preparing for Dissertation Submission

services and share resources for planning your
next career steps after obtaining your doctorate.

1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
online

Finish Line
(Photo: TUM-GS/Adobe Stock)

Among others, we will be covering the following topics:
e Preparing for submission — administrative tasks and deadlines
e From data to dissertation — Ideas and tips for structuring the writing phase
e How to publish the dissertation — guidance from the TUM University Library
e Essential administrative information for the final doctoral stage
e Career planning — resources and transferable skills training
e Q&A

The next info event will take place online on 5 February, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. The Zoom link
will be sent to registered participants shortly before the event.

Graduate Council
TUM Supervisory Award 2025

The TUM Graduate Council is proud to announce
that Prof. Dr. Mathias Wilhelm (TUM School of Life
Sciences) has received the TUM Supervisory & ‘
Award 2025, honoring exceptional commitment to 5%

doctoral supervision.

This award goes beyond recognizing academic
excellence — it highlights the importance of trust,
respect, and sincerity in the relationship between
supervisors and doctoral candidates. These values
are crucial for promoting both academic and
professional development.

Through a rigorous selection process, the award
sets a benchmark for supervisory excellence and

L . TUM Supervisory Award Dinner (f.L.t.r. Dr. Stephanie
reflects the mission of the TUM Graduate Council: Wilhelm, Prof. Dr. Mathias Wilhelm, Prof. Dr. Gerhard
to uphold the highest standards in doctoral Kramer)

education. (Photos: Astrid Eckert/ TUM)

Learn more
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Internationalization

Apply for our International Onboarding Course in March 2026!

The TUM Graduate School Onboarding Course is
ideal for new international doctoral candidates at
the beginning of their journey in Germany and at
TUM. This course provides a structured approach
to becoming familiar with your new living and
research  environment, understanding the
requirements for a successful doctoral program at
TUM, and discovering the support services and
resources available to you. During the program,
new doctoral candidates will receive support to
address potential intercultural challenges of
integrating into the German research culture and
learn techniques to enhance their resilience.

The course includes an online welcome session
followed by a three-day in-person intercultural
training at the TUM Graduate School. To make
your start even more enjoyable, we also organize
an optional networking event where you can
explore  Munich and connect with fellow
researchers.

Participants of the International Onboarding Course 2025
(Photo: TUM-GS)

Visit our website for detailed information on the Onboarding Course, including eligibility criteria and
helpful application process details.

Register here

TUM & Co.

Managing research data with TUM DataTagger

The new course “TUM DataTagger Essentials — Manage and Share Research Data” covers the key
features of the collaborative data management tool TUM DataTagger. You will learn how to centrally
upload, structure, version, and enrich research data with metadata. Practical scenarios will be
explained using case studies. https://www.ub.tum.de/en/webinar/datatagger-essentials

TUM Balance Award

The staff unit Diversity & Inclusion and TUM Family Service launches a new initiative with the TUM
Balance Award. It honors managers who are particularly committed to integrating their work and
family life, and who promote a supportive work culture through responsible actions. Would you like to
nominate your supervisor for the TUM Balance Award? Nomination deadline is 28 February 2026.
https://www.zv.tum.de/en/diversity/staff-unit-diversity-inclusion/family/family-friendly-leadership/tum-
lead-with-care-award/

From PhD to Innovator

Take your career into your own hands in the Young Entrepreneurs in Science Workshop on 26 and
27 February (from 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.)! Develop potential startup ideas with other doctoral candidates
and postdocs across disciplines, network with real-life Sciencepreneurs, and explore career options
after the doctorate. Innovation coaches will help you to discover the potential of your research by
building your first prototype based on real-world challenges.
https://www.tum-venture-labs.de/offerings/from-phd-to-innovator/
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German Thesis Award 2026

The Koérber Stiftung presents the German Thesis Award to the best doctoral graduates in Germany
from all disciplines. In addition to academic excellence, the Award primarily focuses on the broader
social relevance of a particular piece of research. As such, the award encourages young scientists to
highlight the value of their research to society and to discuss their work in public. The three top prizes
are awarded with 25,000 € each. Application deadline: 1 March 2026.
https://koerber-stiftung.de/en/projects/german-thesis-award/

New BayIND Offers for Doctoral Candidates

Since 2008, the Bavarian-Indian Centre for Business and University Cooperation (BayIND) has
been fostering exchange between Bavarian and Indian universities. As a central contact point for
students, doctoral candidates, lecturers, and researchers, BayIND offers a wide range of programs
— from online seminars and scholarships to a summer school. Application deadlines for the
upcoming programs are in April 2026. https://www.bayind.de/en/go-bavaria/for-students

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us!
Best regards from the TUM-GS Management Office Team,

Marina Schmidt, M.A.
Public Relations &
Internal Communication

Technical University of Munich
TUM Graduate School

Boltzmannstral3e 17
85748 Garching

Tel: +49 89 289 10600

publicrelations@gs.tum.de
www.gs.tum.de
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Follow us on LinkedIn, Instagram & YouTube!

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click here to unsubscribe.
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