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Dear Doctoral Candidates, 

We hope that you are doing well! In this March edition, we have compiled some interesting news, 

events, and recommendations for you.  

As part of the “Preparing for your Doctorate” (PrepDoc) program for TUM master’s students, we are 

launching a new information and networking format on inclusion in the doctoral journey. The first event 

will take place on 5 May in Garching, with the option to join via Teams. It is intended for TUM master’s 

students and doctoral candidates with chronic illnesses or disabilities, as well as anyone interested in 

the topic of inclusion in the doctorate. 

We are also happy to share our latest edition of “Looking Behind the Doctorate.” This time, we spoke 

with Jennifer Köhler from the TUM Experimental Audiology Lab (TUM exalab) about her research on 

the human cochlea and her motivation to pursue a doctorate. 

In our Internationalization section, we invite you to our upcoming event “Global Perspectives – 

Doctoral Research Collaboration in India,” on Monday, 27 April at the TUM-GS, focusing on research 

in India. You can look forward to several input talks and a panel discussion covering research projects 

and fieldwork experiences across the region. 

In addition, we had the opportunity to talk with doctoral candidate Felix Diller before his departure to 

China for a research exchange at Tsinghua University. In the full interview, he shares how he prepared 

for this exciting step in his personal and academic journey.  

On 28 April, you have the chance to join another “Internationalize your Doctorate” online session and 

get more information on funding options and research programs.  

Finally, explore additional events and calls in our TUM & Co. section, designed to keep you informed 

and inspired. 
 
 

TUM-GS News 
 

Info and Networking Event “Inclusion during the Doctorate” on 5 May! 

We are excited to announce our new information 

and networking event dedicated to strengthening 

inclusion throughout the doctoral journey. The 

event welcomes both master’s students 

(considering a doctorate at TUM) and doctoral 

candidates living with chronic illness or disability, 

as well as people interested in the topic of 

inclusion.  

The event will take place as part of the PrepDoc 

Program on Tuesday, 5 May, from 5:00 to 6:30 

p.m. Participants can look forward to insights into 

support structures within and beyond TUM, as well 

 
 

Inclusion text on a blackboard  
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as a welcoming space for personal exchange and 

shared experiences. 

Call for contributions: If you would like to share a 

personal story at this event, please contact us via: 

publicrelations@gs.tum.de   

Learn more  

 

Looking Behind the Doctorate – Jennifer Köhler  

Jennifer Köhler is a doctoral candidate at the TUM 

Experimental Audiology Lab (TUM exalab) in the 

Department of Otorhinolaryngology at the TUM 

University Hospital Klinikum Rechts der Isar. Her 

research focuses on understanding how the 

structure and function of the human cochlea are 

related.  

In our newest edition of “Looking behind the 

Doctorate,” Jennifer explained what motivated her 

to start her doctoral journey, the differences she 

noticed between a university of applied sciences 

and a research university, and her experiences 

with international collaboration.  

 

 

 

Interview with Jennifer Köhler 

(Photo: TUM-GS/ TUM Klinikum Rechts der Isar/ B. Claße)  

Read the article  

 

Graduate Council 

Come and join the Graduate Council!  

Do you want to stand up for the interests of doctoral candidates, network, and take part in great 

events? The TUM Graduate Council, as the official body of all doctoral candidates, offers numerous 

possibilities to engage. Whether you want to discuss university-related topics, participate in 

networking events, or run for the office of doctoral representative at your Graduate Center, the 

Graduate Council looks forward to your message. You can learn more about the Graduate Council 

on its website.  

Learn more   
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Internationalization 

Global Perspectives – Doctoral Research Collaboration in India on 27 April  

The Indian Subcontinent is central to global 

challenges from climate and public health to 

economic and urban development. This session 

supports TUM doctoral candidates planning or 

conducting fieldwork in India by offering practical 

guidance, peer exchange, and insights into varied 

research methods. Advanced master’s students 

considering a doctorate and postdocs wishing to 

share experiences are also welcome. 

Keynote speaker Prof. Miranda Schreurs will 

highlight her long-term collaborations in climate 

and environmental policy with Indian partners and 

reflect on the country’s dynamic research 

landscape and the value of equitable international 

cooperation. 

 
Panelists of the India Event 

(Photo: Copyright belongs to the panelists) 

A series of talks and a panel discussion will follow with Mohaa Vyas, TUM Liaison Officer in Mumbai, 

and postdoctoral researchers from architecture, economics, and energy studies. They will discuss 

experiences with quantitative analysis, interviews, and explorative fieldwork in fast‑changing contexts 

– from rural Rajasthan to Mumbai’s informal settlements – addressing challenges such as logistics, 

language, intercultural barriers, and building trustworthy research partnerships. We invite you to stay 

afterwards for informal networking over a buffet with Indian dishes. Please register by 16 April.  

 

Learn more  

 

“Before Departure Interview” with Felix Diller  

We’re excited to share our three-part “Before 

Departure” series featuring TUM doctoral 

candidates before, during, and after their research 

stays abroad.  

The very first interview presents Felix Diller from 

the TUM School of Engineering and Design. In the 

interview, Felix shares how he is preparing for his 

upcoming stay at Tsinghua University in Beijing, 

China, and talks about the academic goals that 

motivated him to apply, the support he received 

through TUM’s international networks, and the 

personal expectations he brings to this 

cross‑cultural experience. 

From navigating the practicalities of relocating to 

China to reflecting on how global collaboration can 

shape a research career, Felix offers an open and 

inspiring look into the opportunities and challenges 

of preparing for life and work abroad.  

 

Interview Header with Felix Diller 
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Did the interview spark your curiosity? You can apply for our 3 – 6 months TUM-Tsinghua Research 

Exchange for the upcoming fall semester until 1 April 2026. Learn more about the eligibility, the 

application process, and the funding on our website.  

Read the full interview  

 

Join our Online Event: Internationalize your Doctorate on 28 April 

Are you eager to globalize your academic journey 

and take your research to the next level? Then join 

our online info event on 28 April from 12:00 p.m. to 

1:30 p.m. via MS Teams and discover a wide range 

of opportunities to enrich your doctoral journey. 

During this session, you will gain valuable insights 

and practical guidance on how to plan and 

integrate a research stay abroad into your doctoral 

timeline. Whether you’re considering a short-term 

visit or a longer research project, you’ll learn what 

to expect, how to prepare, and which support 

structures are available to help you succeed. 

Are you drawn to destinations such as the USA, 

Australia, or Sub-Saharan Africa? At the event, you 

will hear more about funding options, exchange 

programs, and collaboration opportunities in these 

regions. Take this chance to explore your 

possibilities, ask questions, and get inspired by 

global research pathways!  

 

Info event: Internationalize your Doctorate 

(Photo: TUM-GS)  

Register here  

 

Please note: Due to budget cuts affecting the entire TUM, the TUM Graduate School has to adjust 

its internationalization funding. For internationalization activities starting from 01 October 2026, the 

TUM-GS internationalization support will amount to €1,300 for active conference participation, 

subject-specific summer/winter schools, and research stays of less than four weeks. For more 

information, please visit the TUM-GS Wiki. 

 

TUM & Co.  

 

TUM Sustainability Day  

TUM Sustainability Day will take place on 29 April from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Campus Garching, 

offering insights into how sustainability is implemented at the TUM. Visitors can look forward to a 

vibrant and diverse program that highlights sustainability across research, administration, teaching, 

and student engagement. Learn more about the program on the website: 

https://www.sustainability.tum.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/vision-action-fields/community/tum-

sustainability-day/  

 

Exporting Publications from TUMFIS to ORCID 

With the new ORCID interface in TUMFIS, TUM researchers can now easily export their publications 

to their ORCID iD. After a one-time setup, all publicly visible publication records from the personal 

TUMFIS profile are automatically and regularly synchronized with ORCID – with no extra effort 
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https://www.sustainability.tum.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/vision-action-fields/community/tum-sustainability-day/
https://www.sustainability.tum.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/vision-action-fields/community/tum-sustainability-day/


required. Instructions on how to activate the interface can be found in the TUMFIS Wiki. 

https://collab.dvb.bayern/spaces/TUMFIS/pages/346226764/Datenpflege?showLanguage=en_US  

 

Call for Applications: Schmidt Science Fellows 2027  

Schmidt Science Fellows seeks to create a new generation of scientific leaders through a  

combination of a postdoctoral fellowship of $110,000 a year and workshops at some of the world’s  

leading universities, as well as individualized mentoring. You can now apply for the 2027 cohort. 

Please note that the TUM internal application deadline is 24 April 2026. Learn more: 

https://www.gs.tum.de/gs/singleview/article/call-for-applications-schmidt-science-fellows-2027/  

 

Call for Application: Fast Forward Science 2026 

Fast Forward Science is a multimedia competition for innovative science communication. Since 

2013, Wissenschaft im Dialog and the Stifterverband have been awarding prizes annually for 

outstanding science content. They are looking for creative videos and podcasts from the field of 

science communication by young researchers and newcomers. There is up to 2,000 € in prize 

money to be won. The application deadline is 30 April 2026. 

https://fastforwardscience.de/wettbewerb/ (the website is only available in German) 

 

Call for Application: The Reichart Prize (Erfurt Young Talent Award for Applied Science) 
The prize recognizes graduation theses from all scientific disciplines that demonstrate a clear practical 
application. The aim of this practical application is to benefit the common good, as expressed in the 
program of the Erfurt Academy and in the life's work of Christian Reichart. The prize is endowed with 
2,000 €. The application deadline is 15 March 2026. https://www.akademie-
erfurt.de/index.php/akademie/wissenschaftspreise (website is only available in German) 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us! 
Best regards from the TUM-GS Management Office Team, 
 

  
 
Marina Schmidt, M.A. 
Public Relations &  
Internal Communication 

 

 
Technical University of Munich 
TUM Graduate School 
 
Boltzmannstraße 17  
85748 Garching  
 
Tel: +49 89 289 10600 
 
publicrelations@gs.tum.de   
www.gs.tum.de  

        
Follow us on LinkedIn, Instagram & YouTube! 
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click here to unsubscribe.  

 

https://collab.dvb.bayern/spaces/TUMFIS/pages/346226764/Datenpflege?showLanguage=en_US
https://www.gs.tum.de/gs/singleview/article/call-for-applications-schmidt-science-fellows-2027/
https://fastforwardscience.de/wettbewerb/
https://www.akademie-erfurt.de/index.php/akademie/wissenschaftspreise
https://www.akademie-erfurt.de/index.php/akademie/wissenschaftspreise
https://www.gs.tum.de/en/gs/tum-graduate-school/management-office/
mailto:publicrelations@gs.tum.de
http://www.gs.tum.de/
https://de.linkedin.com/school/tum-graduate-school/
http://www.instagram.com/tum.graduateschool
https://www.youtube.com/@TUM_Graduate_School
https://lists.lrz.de/mailman/listinfo/tum-gs
https://www.linkedin.com/school/15128699
http://www.instagram.com/tum.graduateschool
https://www.youtube.com/@TUM_Graduate_School

