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Dear Doctoral Candidates, 

Happy Summer Semester 2026! In this full-packed April edition, we’ll have a look at our upcoming TUM-GS 
events and share interesting news and recommendations with you.  

Did you already know that – as part of our Attract2HM project – doctoral candidates interested in a 
professorship at a University of Applied Sciences (UAS) can apply for personalized career coaching? Don’t 
miss this opportunity and boost your career.  

On Wednesday, 20 May, we invite all doctoral candidates, TUM master’s students, their supporters, and allies 
within the TUM community to our Summer Semester info and networking event for First-Generation 
Academics.  

Furthermore, the TUM Graduate School is once again organizing a Scientific Writing Retreat with Childcare 
in the third week of the Bavarian summer school holidays. Spots will be assigned on a first-come, first-served 
basis. So, register now and save a spot for you and your child/children.   

In the TUM Graduate Council section, the Graduate Council Speakers would like to highlight the upcoming 
TUMblue party and the opportunity for doctoral candidates to join the organizing team. Plus, the Graduate 
Council is collecting questions that doctoral candidates should ask themselves before starting their doctorate. 
Please add your questions to support prospective doctoral candidates. 

In our Internationalization section, we would like to remind you that there are still free spots for our “Global 
Perspectives – Doctoral Research Perspectives in India” event on 27 April. This is the best way to prepare 
for a research stay in India, learn more about the research environment in this region, and network with your 
peers and our guest speakers.  

Register for the online information session “Internationalize your doctorate” on 28 April to learn more about 
internationalization opportunities and the adjustments to the TUM-GS internationalization funding, effective 
from 1 October 2026.  

New to TUM? Join our Welcome@TUM-GS Event Program and be the first to register for our Summer 
Semester 2026 events!  

Finally, explore additional events and calls in our TUM & Co. section, designed to keep you informed and 
inspired. 
 
 

TUM-GS News 
Career coaching focused on pursuing a professorship at  UAS 
Are you interested in pursuing a professorship at 
a University of Applied Sciences (Hochschule für 
angewandte Wissenschaften) and looking for 
personalized coaching to help you plan your next 
steps? Take this opportunity to receive free 
coaching from professional career consultants on 
developing your personal profile, applying for a 
HAW professorship, optimizing your application 
documents, and preparing for trial teaching and 
negotiations.  

Depending on your needs, you can attend up to 
five 60-minute sessions, either online or in 

 
Notebook with the phrase “career counseling.”  
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person. Please note that coaching is offered in 
German only, and a C1 level is required for HAW 
professorships.  

To apply, please send a short motivation letter (up to half a page long) by email to Dr. Dagna Zinkhahn 
Rhobodes (dagna.zinkhahn@tum.de). 

Apply   

 

First-Generation Academics Info and Networking Event on 20 May 
Many First-Generation Academics within TUM’s 
community have already overcome several 
obstacles and found their own way into 
academia. With our First-Generation Academics 
event series, we strive to provide support for 
First-Generation Academics through exchange, 
information, networking, and practice-oriented 
guidance.  

In our next info and networking event on 
Wednesday, 20 May, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Garching-Forschungszentrum, we will explore 
how social background can bring both challenges 
and unique strengths to academic and 
professional journeys.  

 

 

 

First-Generation Academics Event in May 2024  
(Photo: TUM-GS)  

We will also take a closer look at practical aspects of the doctorate—such as the implications of different 
funding options—and discuss hurdles that can make the transition into the job market particularly demanding 
for first‑gen academics. Registration is open until 14 May.  

Register  

 

Scientific Writing Retreat with Childcare 17-20 August  
Balancing family and scientific work is especially 
challenging for doctoral researchers with small 
children – more so during school and 
kindergarten holidays. Therefore, plan ahead for 
the Bavarian summer school holidays and join 
our scientific writing retreat with professional 
childcare.  

You can focus exclusively on your paper or thesis 
writing project for four days while the professional 
childcare provider Kids in Munich looks after your 
children (2 - 10 years). The 4-day Scientific 
Writing Retreat provides strategies for efficiently 
planning scientific papers. It allows you to 
progress on your manuscripts under professional 
guidance and writing coaching, and to benefit 
from peer-to-peer exchange. The course is also 
open for doctoral candidates without children. 

 

 

Child with a laptop  
(Photo: charlesdeluvio/Unsplash) 

The course will take place from 17 August to 20 August 2026, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on the premises of the 
TUM Graduate School in Garching-Forschungszentrum.  

Register now  
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Graduate Council 
Join the TUMblue Party Organization Team 

The TUM Graduate Council is organizing the 
annual TUMblue Party and is therefore looking 
for enthusiastic doctoral candidates to join the 
organizing team! 

This is a great opportunity to get involved, meet 
fellow researchers across TUM, and help create 
a memorable event for the graduate community. 

Are you interested? Then please send an email 
to the Graduate Council Speakers, Henry and 
Alina, via gc-speakers@gs.tum.de. 

 

 

TUMblue party in 2024  
(Photo: TUM-GC)  

Learn more about TUMblue  

 

What should every doctoral candidate ask before starting their doctorate? 
As part of the TUM Graduate Council’s efforts to support prospective doctoral candidates, the TUM-GC is 
building a shared resource: a collection of questions every doctoral candidate should ask before starting their 
doctorate. They need your help to make it as valuable as possible. Share the questions you wish you'd asked 
— about your supervisor, your funding, your research environment, or yourself. Add your question here.  

Link to the padlet  

 

Internationalization 
Global Perspectives – Doctoral Research Collaboration in India on 27 April 
There are still a few spots available for our 
upcoming event, “Global Perspectives – Doctoral 
Research Collaborations in India,” taking place 
on 27 April. This evening offers a valuable 
opportunity to gain firsthand insights into the 
experiences of researchers who have worked 
closely with partners and institutions across India. 

We are honored to welcome Prof. Miranda 
Schreurs (Chair of Environmental and Climate 
Policy) as our keynote speaker. Joining her are 
Mohaa Vyas, TUM Senior Regional Manager 
India, and four postdoctoral researchers from 
diverse disciplines. Together, they will share 
perspectives on their work in India and discuss 
the opportunities and challenges of cross-border 
research collaborations. Please register by 16 
April 2026. 

 
Global Perspectives – India Event Announcement 
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Find out more  
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Online info session “Internationalize your doctorate” on 28 April  
Join our online information session 
“Internationalize your doctorate” and receive 
comprehensive insights and specific advice about 
how you can integrate a research stay abroad into 
your doctorate. At this workshop, you will hear 
about suitable research exchange programs, 
partner universities of TUM, TUM Graduate 
School funding opportunities, and organizational 
steps.  
 
During this event, you will also receive 
information about the adjustments to the TUM-
GS internationalization funding, applicable for 
internationalization activities from 1 October 
2026.  

 
TUM doctoral candidates at Imperial College London 
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This event will be held remotely via MS Teams on Tuesday, 28 April 2026, 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
Please register by 23. April 2026. 

Register now   

 

Welcome@TUM-GS Event Program  

Are you new to TUM and wish to get to know 
Munich and the Bavarian countryside? Join our 
Welcome@TUM-GS Event Program and meet 
your peers in a leisurely setting while exploring 
TUM, Munich, and its surroundings. 
 
We will start with a hiking tour of the Tegernsee 
Höhenweg on Sunday, 26 April 2026, followed by 
a guided tour of the Munich Olympic Park. Save 
your spot on time for our famous traditional 
summer hike to Kloster Andechs in June and get 
excited about our Landshut city tour in July! As 
always, all our events are family-friendly (even 
the hikes), and we look forward to welcoming you, 
your family, and friends.   

 
Munich Olympic Park  
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More information  

 

TUM & Co.  
European Union Week 
Taking place from 4 to 8 May 2026, the European Union Week is a unique format for exchange, inspiration, 
and new impulses for the future of Europe. Together with leading universities across Europe, the TUM School 
of Management is organizing a hybrid event week featuring exciting lectures, interactive panels, and incisive 
contributions. The focus is on current European challenges, diverse perspectives, and an open dialogue. 
https://www.mgt.tum.de/faculty-research/european-union-week  
 
“Beyond Language: German Work Culture” on 21 May 
TUM and the International Dual Career Network (IDCN) Munich are hosting a career event offering valuable 
insights into German working culture for accompanying partners of doctoral candidates. The program consists 
of a workshop, insights into an expert’s talk, and networking opportunities. Link to the flyer: IDCN Munich 5th 
Anniversary 

https://collab.dvb.bayern/spaces/tumgs21/pages/2459480196/Prep-Doc+2026+Internationalize+your+doctorate+EN+-+28.04.2026
https://www.gs.tum.de/en/gs/welcome-office/welcome-tum-gs/
https://www.mgt.tum.de/faculty-research/european-union-week
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHDvTWDhN0/NLfGkFRhhJ7smZv6Z4UHLA/view?utm_content=DAHDvTWDhN0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h32469c2df7
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHDvTWDhN0/NLfGkFRhhJ7smZv6Z4UHLA/view?utm_content=DAHDvTWDhN0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h32469c2df7


 
Call for Applications: Google PhD Fellowship Program 2026 
The Google PhD Fellowship Program was established to recognize outstanding doctoral candidates 
conducting exceptional and innovative research in areas relevant to computer science and related fields. The 
fellowships support promising doctoral candidates from all disciplines who want to influence the future of 
technology. The TUM internal deadline is: 17 April 2026 
https://www.gs.tum.de/en/gs/singleview-en/article/google-phd-fellowship-programm-2026/  
 
Reminder: Call for Application Schmidt Science Fellowship 2027 
Schmidt Science Fellows seeks to create a new generation of scientific leaders through a combination of a 
postdoctoral fellowship of $110,000 a year and workshops at some of the world’s leading universities, as well 
as individualized mentoring. You can now apply for the 2027 cohort. Please note that the TUM internal 
application deadline is 24 April 2026. Learn more: https://www.gs.tum.de/gs/singleview/article/call-for-
applications-schmidt-science-fellows-2027/  
 
Call for Contributions: 13th MEP Energy Colloquium  
The MEP Energy Colloquium, titled “From Materials to Energy Systems: Innovations for Sustainable 
Solutions,” is seeking contributions. The event will take place on 23 July 2026 and is aimed at young scientists 
in energy research. The extended deadline for abstract submission is 4 May 2026. Further 
information: https://www.mep.tum.de/en/mep/news/news-single-view-en/article/einladung-zum-13-mep-
energy-colloquium/   
 
Call for Application: Women in Entrepreneurship Academy 2026 
The German Center for Research and Innovation San Francisco (DWIH) is once again organizing an 
innovation program for female students and researchers in health and life sciences from Germany. Offered 
in cooperation with GUILD Academy, this program combines online and in-person learning experiences 
designed to support women researchers in improving their business and presentation skills. The application 
is open until all spots are filled. Women in Entrepreneurship Academy 2026 | DWIH San Francisco 
 
Call for Application: “Technologies of the Future” Fellowship Program of the French Embassy in 
Germany 
The “Technologies of the Future” fellowship program, jointly supported by the Science and Technology and 
the Cultural Section of the French Embassy in Germany, provides mobility grants for research stays in France 
to young researchers in Germany whose research topic is related to the use of new technologies, regardless 
of their field of study. The application deadline is 20 May 2026. There will be an online information session 
on 15 April. Further information https://www.science-allemagne.fr/appels-actuellement-en-
cours/technologies-davenir-2 (Website is in French) 
 
Call for applications: Wüstenrot Stiftung doctoral scholarship program 
The Wüstenrot Stiftung is looking for applications from doctoral candidates whose dissertation projects align 
with the foundation’s key areas of work. These include, in particular, historic preservation, architecture and 
urban planning, sustainable urban and rural development, urban and housing sociology, and urban, regional, 
and state planning. Interdisciplinary research projects that address cross-cutting issues from the above-
mentioned subject areas can also be funded. The next application deadline is 1 May. https://wuestenrot-
stiftung.de/promotionsstipendien/ (Website is in German) 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us! 
 

Best regards from the TUM-GS Management Office Team, 

  
 
Marina Schmidt, M.A. 
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Public Relations &  
Internal Communication 
 
Technical University of Munich 
TUM Graduate School 
 
Boltzmannstraße 17  
85748 Garching  
 
Tel: +49 89 289 10600 
 
publicrelations@gs.tum.de   
www.gs.tum.de  

        
Follow us on LinkedIn, Instagram & YouTube! 
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click here to unsubscribe.  
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