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Dear Doctoral Candidates,

We hope you enjoy the sunny and warm days! In this June edition, we have gathered a selection of
news, events, and recommendations for you.

We are excited to kick things off with a new episode of “Looking Behind the Doctorate”: meet doctoral
candidate Ha Mai Lé Ngoc, who conducts her research in both Munich and Vietham and shares
intriguing insights into her doctoral journey across continents.

If you are looking for activities in the coming weeks, we have some great opportunities to explore and
connect: Join our traditional annual TUM-GS summer hiking tour to Kloster Andechs on 13 June or
discover the charming city of Landshut during a guided city tour on 11 July — both are perfect
occasions to meet fellow doctoral candidates.

In the TUM Graduate Council section, you are warmly invited to the newly established monthly TUM
Doctoral Stammtisch, starting on 17 June. This is a great chance to meet members of the Graduate
Council, exchange ideas, discuss topics relevant to doctoral life, and connect with others — be sure to
save your spot.

Our Internationalization section features the second part of our interview with Felix Diller, currently a
guest researcher at Tsinghua University in China. He shares exclusive insights into his daily life and
experiences in Beijing during his research stay.

Finally, mark your calendars: on 22 July, we will host our next “Global Perspectives” event, this time
focusing on Southeast Asia. Expect a diverse and engaging program with speakers from our TUM-
GS community who will share their research experiences in the region. We would be delighted to
see you there!

Finally, explore additional events and calls in our TUM & Co. section, designed to keep you
informed and inspired.

TUM-GS News

Looking Behind the Doctorate: Ha Mai

What is it like to work and live across two countries,
indeed, two continents? We spoke with doctoral
candidate Ha Mai L& Ngoc, who has been working
at the TUM Professorship of Recent Building

Heritage  Conservation, TUM  School of Looking

Engineering and Design, since April 2024. Behind the
Doctorate

Dividing her time between Munich and Ho Chi Minh i
City, Ha Mai offers fascinating insights into her RESEEEIEES
academic journey, her research field, and the

realities of navigating life and work in two distinct
cultural contexts. In the interview, she reflects on
the opportunities and challenges of this Looking Behind the Doctorate: Ha Mai
transcontinental experience and on managing (Photo: TUM-GS)

family life across continents.

Ha Mai Lé Ngoc, M.A.



https://www.gs.tum.de/gs/promovieren-an-der-tum/aktuelles/newsletter-archiv/
http://www.gs.tum.de/
http://www.tum.de/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/looking-behind-doctorate-get-know-h%C3%A0-mai-l%C3%AA-ng%E1%BB%8Dc-dwyuf/?trackingId=pBaupBz5Q3ODjsAozjjHqA%3D%3D

Ha Mai will also be one of the speakers at our upcoming event, “Global Perspectives — Southeast
Asia,” on 22 July. Check out the full interview and learn more about Ha’s work and her journey.

Full interview

Welcome@TUM-GS Hiking trip to Kloster Andechs & Landshut City Tour

Take full advantage of the warm sunny days and
get out of the city with our upcoming events:

Join us for our traditional annual summer hike to
the Kloster Andechs on 13 June. The Benedictine
monastery, situated on a small hill between
Starnberger See and Ammersee, is not only a
famous pilgrimage site going back more than 900 .
years. Kloster Andechs is very popular for its own . &
monastery beer and traditional Bavarian dishes. If
the day is warm, do not forget to bring your %
swimwear if you fancy a dip in the Ammersee after g
our hike. v

Kloster Andechs (Photo: Niko Lewman/ Unsplash)

On 11 July, discover the charm of Landshut on a guided city tour through its beautifully preserved old
town — one of Germany’s finest historic streets. Marvel at iconic sights like St. Martin’s Basilica, home
to the world’s highest brick church tower. Stroll through hidden corners, hear charming stories, and
enjoy a truly unforgettable walk!

Graduate Council

Invitation: Monthly TUM Doctoral Stammtisch — Starting 17 June!

Following the great turnout at the TUM Graduate
Council European Doctoral Day get-together, it
was clear that there's a real appetite for more
informal meetups — so they are making it a regular
thing!

Starting 17 June at 7 p.m., the Graduate Council
will be hosting a monthly Stammtisch: a relaxed,
informal gathering to connect, chat, and unwind
with fellow doctoral researchers.

ol L4
Get-together
(Photo: Unsplash/Negley Stockman)

You don’t want to miss the next one? Drop your
name, and the GC will give you a heads-up!

Register here


https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/looking-behind-doctorate-get-know-h%C3%A0-mai-l%C3%AA-ng%E1%BB%8Dc-dwyuf/?trackingId=ayjOiCgSq%2B%2B26PZgNVaxHA%3D%3D
https://www.gs.tum.de/gs/welcome-office/welcome-tum-gs/program-and-registration/
https://terminplaner6.dfn.de/b/f0d41054a6da9dddda0d8e13ba76085c-1773234

Internationalization
“Across Borders”-Interview with Felix Diller (Tsinghua University)

After publishing our first interview with doctoral
candidate Felix Diller in February, we are delighted
to continue the series with its second edition. In this
part, we reconnect with Felix during his research
stay at Tsinghua University in China, where he
offered us a closer look into his time abroad.

Across Borders

This time, Felix shares personal insights into his
everyday life on campus, the academic and cultural
environment he encountered, and how his stay has
shaped both his research and personal
development. From navigating a new setting to
engaging in an international academic community,
he reflects on the challenges he faced and the Across B°";irst"_‘t$8’|::"ég Felix Diller
rewarding experiences he gained. (Photo: TUM-GS)

Read the interview

“Global Perspectives — Southeast Asia” on 22 July

Tsinghua University, China

Felix Diller, M.Sc.

Are you conducting or planning field research in
countries across Southeast Asia, for example,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, or the Philippines?

Join us on Wednesday, 22 July, for an info and
networking event on research collaboration in
Southeast Asia, designed for TUM doctoral
candidates, postdoctoral researchers, and
master's students considering a doctorate. Our
speakers from diverse disciplines such as
architecture, hydraulic engineering, agricultural
sciences, and economics will share insights on
collaborations with partners in Southeast Asia and
on their fieldwork experiences during their
doctorates.

Picture of a research field trip by
doctoral candidate Pietro Sala
(Photo: Pietro Sala)

Together with the speakers, we will address topics such as logistics, funding, language requirements,
and project planning alongside intercultural aspects, the conditions for equitable collaboration, and
the development of reliable partnerships. The talks and panel discussion will be followed by an
informal reception featuring a light buffet with regional specialties, providing an excellent opportunity
for further discussion and networking.


https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/across-borders-interview-felix-diller-tum-graduate-school-cnzrf/?trackingId=ApEMOeHVSzOO3WOd9vPf6A%3D%3D
https://collab.dvb.bayern/spaces/tumgs21/pages/2734457050/Global+Perspectives+%E2%80%93+Doctoral+Research+Collaborations+in+Southeast+Asia
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/across-borders-interview-felix-diller-tum-graduate-school-cnzrf/?trackingId=9x7S2EtJrzratRFutXiQwA%3D%3D

TUM & Co.

TUM: Junge Akademie Symposium

The TUM: Junge Akademie Symposium 2026 on 10 June, with the title “All Means Towards Science”,
marks the conclusion of the twenty-month #class25 program of TUM: Junge Akademie. Five
interdisciplinary teams will present their research on questions shaping future societies. The evening
also includes talks by TUM researchers, flash talks from the incoming cohort and partner initiatives,
project booths, and opportunities for exchange. https://www.symposium.ja.tum.de/reqgister/

“Wir bewegen Bayern” BKFZ Cancer Prevention Day

How can we reduce our risk of cancer? This question is at the heart of “Wir bewegen Bayern” (“We
move Bavaria”), a statewide cancer prevention event organized by the Bavarian Cancer Research
Center (BZKF). On 13 June, at the TUM Campus in the Olympic Park, experts from TUM, LMU, TUM
University Hospital, and LMU University Hospital will offer talks and workshops, alongside a varied
exercise program for children and adults to try. htips://bzkf.de/en/treatment/prevention/wir-bewegen-

bayern-1/

GARNIX Open Air

It's festival time again! Enjoy live music, a beer garden, and delicious food from the grill in the middle
of the Garching campus from 15 to 19 June! The student representative puts together line-ups of
selected bands for you to create the right atmosphere. As always, admission is free.
https://garnix-openair.de/ (website is only available in German)

TUM Entrepreneurship Day

On Thursday, 25 June, TUM UnternehmerTUM and TUM Venture Labs will host this year's TUM
Entrepreneurship Day from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Arcissstralte 21. The full-day festival at TUM’s main
campus offers a diverse program centered on start-ups, innovation, and entrepreneurship.
https://www.tum.de/en/innovation/entrepreneurship/for-founders-start-ups/start-up-
competitions/tum-ideaward

TUM IDEAward 2026

Have you developed a technology with market potential or an idea that tackles societal challenges?
Apply now! As a finalist, you'll receive expert jury feedback, pitch training, and a tailored workshop to
advance your start-up. You'll also present your idea at the final event. The award supports scientists
in turning innovations into market-ready products. The top three teams share 37,000 € and receive
coaching from TUM'’s start-up consultancy. https://www.tum.de/en/innovation/entrepreneurship/for-
founders-start-ups/start-up-competitions/tum-ideaward

Applied Data Management Seminar 2026/27

The Applied Data Management Seminar, organized by the University Library, is addressed to
researchers and doctoral candidates who seek to further professionalize their engagement in the
research data management of their projects. The practice-oriented workshops on RDM strategy,
infrastructure, and tools convey in-depth knowledge that participants can apply directly to their
respective research projects. Registration is now open. Participation is limited to 12 participants.
https://www.ub.tum.de/en/applied-data-management-seminar

GDD awards 2026 Science Prize

The GDD (Gesellschaft fur Datenschutz und Datensicherheit e.V.) is again awarding a research prize
for outstanding academic work in the fields of data protection and data security. The prize is worth
5,000 € and may be shared among multiple entries. The award is intended primarily for early-career
researchers whose master’s theses or doctoral dissertations have been completed or are nearing
completion. Deadline: 31 July 2026. hitps://www.gdd.de/auszeichnungen/gdd-vergibt-
wissenschaftspreis-2026/ (website only available in German)
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Innovation Award in Mobility Research 2026

The Karl-Vossloh-Stiftung invites nominations for the Innovation Award 2026, which recognizes an
outstanding doctoral thesis in sustainable mobility research. The award targets innovative doctoral
work in fields such as private and public passenger transport, freight transport, transport
infrastructure, and vehicle engineering. Interdisciplinary approaches and contributions to sustainable
mobility development are especially welcome. The prize is awarded with 10.000 €. Eligible are
dissertations whose oral defense took place between 1 August 2024 and 31 July 2026. Nominations
may be submitted by professors who hold the right to award doctorates in engineering sciences or
business administration. Complete nominations must be submitted by 16 August. https://vossloh-
stiftung.de/innovationspreis/ (website only available in German)

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us!
Best regards from the TUM-GS Management Office Team,

Marina Schmidt, M.A.
Public Relations &
Internal Communication

Technical University of Munich
TUM Graduate School

Boltzmannstral3e 17
85748 Garching

Tel: +49 89 289 10600
publicrelations@gs.tum.de

www.gs.tum.de

inlo) >

Follow us on LinkedIn, Instagram & YouTube!
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please click here to unsubscribe.
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